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From the editor:
Dear Friends and Colleagues in the Spanish Organometallic Community,

On behalf of all past and present Editors of Organometallics, it is a 
pleasure to extend a special thanks to our many authors in Spain for 
their support of the journal over the last thirty years. There has been 
no other country that has matched the dedication of the Spanish 
community, and we owe much of our success to you. We very much 
hope that our bonds to the next generation of organometallic chemists 
in Spain will be as strong and long lasting.

Organometallics has published 1,495 articles from Spain since the journal was founded in 
1982 with Dietmar Seyferth as Editor-in-Chief. In 2011 alone, the first year of my Editorship, 
we published 80 articles from Spain. 

In this context, there are many individuals to thank. First, we would like to recognize the 
many Spanish chemists who have served on our Advisory Board.  Their names and terms are 
listed at left.  Second, we are grateful not only to the corresponding authors, but the entire 
team of coauthors. Third, some of our most thorough and incisive reviewers hail from Spain; 
these are the “unsung heroes” of our publishing enterprise.

Obviously, Organometallics has an interest in the continued prosperity of organometallic 
chemistry in Spain. Constructive pressure is needed on granting agencies and funding 
sources in all countries. Towards this end, we hope to make the recently published 
“Organometallics Roundtable”1 a regular biennial feature. Sadly, we do not have a travel 
budget for the panelists. However, we would welcome a delegate from the Spanish 
community when the next Roundtable is held at the fall 2013 ACS meeting (Indianapolis, 
8-13 September). 

In a similar vein, Organometallics now profiles individuals who have received awards for 
research in organometallic chemistry from societies and organizations world-wide. Please 
inform us immediately when a colleague from the Spanish community is recognized. 
This reflects just one facet of our desire to be as international a journal as possible. For 
example, 41 of our current 51 Board members (80%) come from outside of North America. 
Furthermore, we will hold our first advisory board meeting outside of North America 
later this year, in conjunction with the XXVth International Conference on Organometallic 
Chemistry in Lisbon (2-7 September). 

In conclusion, we would like to congratulate the Spanish Organometallic Chemistry Group 
(GEQO) on the occasion of their 30th anniversary and 30th meeting, as measured from their 
initial June 1982 gathering—an event that closely corresponds to the founding date of this 
journal.  The entire international community eagerly awaits more fantastic chemistry from 
your ranks, and we wish you the best success and prosperity for the next thirty years. 

John A. Gladysz
Editor-in-Chief, Organometallics

1 Gladysz, J. A.; Ball, Z. T.; Bertrand, G.; Blum, S. A.; Dong, V. M.; Dorta, R.; Hahn, F. E.; Humphrey, M. 
G.; Jones, W. D.; Klosin, J.; Manners, I.; Marks, T. J.; Mayer, J. M.; Rieger, B.; Ritter, J.; Sattelberger, A. P.; 
Schomaker, J. M.; Yam, V. W. W. Organometallics 2012, 31 (1), pp 1-18

Advisory Board Members 
from Spain, 1982-Present

Uson, R., 1988-1990

Carmona, Ernesto, 1991-1993

Royo, Pascual, 1994-1996

Riera, Victor, 1996-1998

Vicente, José, 1997-1999

Oro, Luis A., 1999-2001

Forniés, Juan, 2000-2002

Otero, Antonio, 2000-2002

Esteruelas, Miguel A., 2003-2005

Gimeno, José, 2005-2007

Peris, Eduardo V., 2007-2009

Cabeza, Javier A., 2008-2010

Espinet, Pablo, 2009-2011

Ruiz, Miguel A., 2010-2012

Cámpora, Juan, 2012-2014

“...some of our 
most thorough 
and incisive 
reviewers hail 
from Spain...”[ [
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Synthesis and Reactivity of Anionic Mono- and Binuclear Pentachlorophenyl Complexes of Palladium(II) and Platinum(II)
Rafael Usón, Juan Forniés, Francisco Martínez, Milagros Tomás, Inmaculada Reoyo
Organometallics, 1983, 2 (10), pp 1386–1390
DOI: 10.1021/om50004a023
Publication Date: October 1983
Department of Inorganic Chemistry, University of Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Spain

Study of the reactivity of [Fe2(CO)6(.mu.-CO)(.mu.-CPhCPhH)]- toward the MeOC(O)C.tplbond.CC(O)OMe and CF3C.
tplbond.CCF3 alkynes. Crystal structure of the products resulting from two different modes of combination of the 
alkynes with the bridging ligands [Fe2(CO)6(.mu.-C(C(O)OMe)C(C(O)OMe)C(O)CPhCPhH)]- and [Fe2(CO)6(.mu.-
CPhCPhC(CF3)C(CF3)H)]-
Josep Ros, Xavier Solans, Manuel Font-Altaba, Rene Mathieu
Organometallics, 1984, 3 (7), pp 1014–1020
DOI: 10.1021/om00085a009
Publication Date: July 1984
Laboratoire de Chimie de Coordination du CNRS, 31400 Toulouse, France, and Departamento de Cristalografia
y Mineralogia Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona 7, Spain

Synthesis and reactivity of (chlorovinyl)nickel complexes: an unusual symmetrization reaction. X-ray crystal structure of 
[Ni(CCl:CCl2)2(PMe2Ph)2]
Jorge Carvajal, Guillermo Muller, Joaquim Sales, Xavier Solans, Carles Miravitlles
Organometallics, 1984, 3 (7), pp 996–1002
DOI: 10.1021/om00085a006
Publication Date: July 1984
Departament de Química Inorgànica, Facultat de Química, Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona 28, Spain
Xavier Solans, Departament de Cristallografia i Mineralogia, Facultat de Geologia, Universitat de Barcelona,
Barcelona, 7, Spain
Carles Miravitlles, Institut “Jaume Almera ” de Geologia (C.S. IC), Barcelona 28, Spain

Alkyne insertion reactions in nickel acyl complexes. Occurrence of a 1,2-trimethylphosphine shift and the x-ray 
structures of [cyclic] Ni[C(Ph):C(H)(COCH2SiMe3)]Cl(PMe3)2 and [cyclic] Ni[C(Ph)(PMe3)C(H)(COCH2CMe2Ph)]Cl(PMe3)6
Ernesto Carmona, Enrique Gutiérrez-Puebla, Angeles Monge, José M. Marín, Margarita Paneque, Manuel L. Poveda
Organometallics, 1984, 3 (9), pp 1438–1440
DOI: 10.1021/om00087a022
Publication Date: September 1984
Departamento de Química Inorgànica, Facultad de Química, Universidad de Sevilia, Sevilia, Spain
Instituto de Química Inorgànica Elhuyar, C.S.I.C., Serrano 113, Madrid
and Departamento de Química, Facultad de Química, Universidad Complutense , Madrid-3, Spain

Theoretical analysis of bonding in monomeric and polymeric C5H5M compounds
Enric Canadell, Odile Eisenstein, Jaime Rubio
Organometallics, 1984, 3 (5), pp 759–764
DOI: 10.1021/om00083a020
Publication Date: May 1984
Department of Chemistry, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48 109
Jaime Rubio, Facultat de Quimica, Universitat de Barcelona, Tarragona, Spain

Spanish organometallic Pioneers: 
the First Papers Published in the Journal from Spanish researchers
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A series of circumstances prompted the 
foundation of the GEQO-group. First, the 
Federation of European Chemical Societies 
(FECS, representing 180 European centers in 
the Chemistry area in 1980) had expressed 
their interest in incorporating the Spanish 
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSEQ) into the 
FECS. This demand was mainly based on 
the scientific production of the Spanish 
chemistry researchers, who in the 1970s 
had produced around 150 publications in 
international journals of high impact factor. 

Based on these circumstances, on May 
9th of 1980, a formal application of the 
GEQO was presented to the RSEQ. A special 
committee created to study the application 
supported the creation of the GEQO, which 
was subsequently born on June 19th of 
1980. Prof Dr. Pascual Royo was designated 
as the temporary President of the Group. 
Figure 1 shows the first official letter sent by 

Prof. Pascual Royo to the RSEQ General 
Secretary, explaining the reasons for the 
GEQO group to be created.

The first official GEQO meeting took place in 
Alcalá de Henares (Madrid) on June 12th of 
1981. Figure 2, shows a manuscript where 
the list of participants is displayed.

Since that moment, different well-known 
organometallic chemistry researchers have 
presided the GEQO-group: Pascual Royo 
(1980-1988), Pascual Lahuerta (1988-93), 
Juan Forniés (1993-95), Pablo Espinet (1995-
02), Javier Cabeza (2002-10) and Pedro Pérez 
since 2010.

The economic situation of Spain had a 
great impact in the development of the 
recently created GEQO-group. The number 
of students going to the universities had 
increased with respect to earlier times, 
but was still low compared to European 
standards. From 1975-80, the research 
activity was very low due the lack of 
facilities and budget. The availability of 
researcher positions was also very scarce, 
and it was always accompanied by low-
income contracts compared to other 
professional orientations.

Short history 
of the 
GeQo-group
(Specialized Group in 
Organometallic Chemistry), 
on the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of Organometallics 
and the XXX-GeQo meeting, 
it is worth approaching with a 
historical perspective what was the 
social, economic and educational 
situation of Spain when the GeQo-
group was created, and how the 
group has evolved since then.

Figure 1. Letter of Prof. Pascual Royo to the Secretary of the RSEQ, applying 
for the constitution of the GEQO-group. This historical document 
constitutes the germ of the GEQO.

Figure 2. List of participants to the first official GEQO-meeting on the 12th of June 
of 1981 (Alcalá de Henares).



In the 1980s, this situation started to improve due to 
different factors:

 1. The research centers increased their budgets by getting 
  higher public grants, although these budgets were 
  always well below European standards. 
 2. New teaching and research positions were available, 
  thus allowing the creation of a first generation of highly 
  qualified scientific researchers. 
 3. The boost of research-fellowship programs for younger 
  students to travel and work in internationally recognized 
  research centers promoted a broader collaboration 
  between Spanish and foreign scientific institutions. 

 

Group meetings
As previously mentioned, the first official GEQO-meeting 
took place at the University of Alcalá de Henares in June of 
1981. At this meeting, the GEQO regulations were approved. 
The following meetings were scheduled alternating with 
the biannual meetings of the RSEQ. In addition to these 
ordinary meetings, two additional scientific events are worth 
mentioning. The first one was the VII FECHEM Conference 
on Organometallic Chemistry, held in Toledo, in August 
30th through September 4th of 1987. The second one was 
a one-day scientific session organized on May 24th of 2011 
at the Universidad Complutense of Madrid, in order to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the GEQO.
 
Due to the increasing number of members, the presence 
of Organometallic Chemistry at the RSEQ has gained 
importance. This growth from about 40 members in 1981 
to more than 550 today, makes the GEQO-group  the largest 
of the RSEQ. As a consequence, a very intense activity has 
been developed in the last decade, providing an increasing 

influence of the Spanish contributions in scientific high 
impact journals.

It is worth mentioning that during 
the last decade (2002-2012), the 
number of Spanish contributions to 
Organometallics represents 9% of the 
total number of published articles in 
the journal.
 
Several of the GEQO members 
have been awarded national and 
international prizes, a fact that can 

be interpreted as an indirect acknowledgement to the whole 
GEQO group. In this regard, Luis Oro obtained the National 
Research award (2007). The RSEQ Medal was given to Rafael 
Usón (1994), Pascual Royo (1998), José Vicente (2001), 
Ernesto Carmona (2006), Luis Oro (2007), Pablo Espinet 
(2008) and Antonio Echavarren (2010). The RSEQ-Inorganic 
Chemistry award has been given to Miguel A. Esteruelas 
(2001), Santiago Álvarez (2003), José Gimeno (2004), Pedro 
J. Pérez (2007) and Margarita Paneque (2009). The RSEQ 
Organic Chemistry and Physical Chemistry awards were 
given to Antonio Echavarren (2004) and Feliu Maseras (2011), 
respectively. The internationally recognized Jaume I Award 
has been given to Luis Oro (1999) and Ernesto Carmona 
(2010).

Acknowledgments. This article has been written by Eduardo 
Peris, thanks to the information provided by Pascual Royo, 
Pablo Espinet, Pascual Lahuerta, Pedro Pérez and José Vicente.

Many of the GEQO members have struggled for the scientific 
development of the GEQO-organization, and participated 
in all aspects of its establishment. That devotion is just a 
sample of the effort shown by the Spanish organometallic 
chemistry researchers, who had to fight against the lack of 
facilities and supporting programs until the present date, 
in which our researchers occupy a privileged position in the 
international scene.  
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Figure 3. From left to right: José Gimeno, M. Angel Ciriano, Pablo Espinet, 
Juan Forniés and José Vicente in their laboratory at the University of 
Zaragoza (1973). This group of GEQO founders represents a first generation 
of Spanish Chemistry researchers who postdocted abroad in internationally 
recognized research institutions.

Figure 4. XXVI-GEQO meeting in Santiago de Compostela, 2008.

Prof. Pascual Royo, the 
day he was awarded the 
RSEQ Medal in 1998.
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Organometallics, 1997, 16 (10), pp 2127–2138
DOI: 10.1021/om961094h
Publication Date (Web): May 13, 1997
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Organometallics, 2008, 27 (2), pp 202–210
DOI: 10.1021/om701001g
Publication Date (Web): December 27, 2007
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Organometallics, 1996, 15 (8), pp 2137–2147
DOI: 10.1021/om9509397
Publication Date (Web): April 16, 1996
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Organometallics, 1990, 9 (5), pp 1405–1413
DOI: 10.1021/om00119a009
Publication Date: May 1990
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Organometallics, 2005, 24 (6), pp 1293–1300
DOI: 10.1021/om0491645
Publication Date (Web): February 12, 2005
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Organometallics, 1996, 15 (25), pp 5278–5280
DOI: 10.1021/om9605948
Publication Date (Web): December 10, 1996
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Organometallics, 2003, 22 (5), pp 1110–1114 
DOI: 10.1021/om020817w
Publication Date (Web): January 25, 2003
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Organometallics, 2002, 9 (1), pp 226–240
DOI: 10.1021/om00115a035
Publication Date: January 1990
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Organometallics, 1996, 15 (15), pp 3423–3435
DOI: 10.1021/om960124d
Publication Date (Web): July 23, 1996
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Organometallics, 2006, 25 (15), pp 3647–3658
DOI: 10.1021/om060380i
Publication Date (Web): June 15, 2006
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Organometallics, 2004, 23 (6), pp 1253–1263
DOI: 10.1021/om034240+
Publication Date (Web): February 13, 2004
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Organometallics, 1989, 8 (2), pp 476–482
DOI: 10.1021/om00104a031
Publication Date: February 1989
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Organometallics, 1995, 14 (1), pp 177–185
DOI: 10.1021/om00001a028
Publication Date: January 1995
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Organometallics, 2003, 22 (3), pp 395–406
DOI: 10.1021/om020561u
Publication Date (Web): January 1, 2003
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Organometallics, 1985, 4 (10), pp 1912–1914
DOI: 10.1021/om00129a047
Publication Date: October 1985
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Organometallics, 1992, 11 (4), pp 1536–1541
DOI: 10.1021/om00040a025
Publication Date: April 1992
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Organometallics, 1998, 17 (5), pp 954–959
DOI: 10.1021/om9709502
Publication Date (Web): February 10, 1998
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Organometallics, 2002, 21 (21), pp 4454–4467
DOI: 10.1021/om020380s
Publication Date (Web): September 13, 2002
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Organometallics, 1997, 16 (1), pp 13–19
DOI: 10.1021/om960783q
Publication Date (Web): January 7, 1997
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Organometallics, 1997, 16 (26), pp 5826–5835
DOI: 10.1021/om9708539
Publication Date (Web): December 23, 1997
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Organometallics, 1992, 11 (1), pp 138–145
DOI: 10.1021/om00037a029
Publication Date: January 1992
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DOI: 10.1021/om990125g
Publication Date (Web): July 20, 1999
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Organometallics, 1995, 14 (3), pp 1393–1404
DOI: 10.1021/om00003a045
Publication Date: March 1995
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Organometallics, 1991, 10 (8), pp 2672–2679
DOI: 10.1021/om00054a031
Publication Date: August 1991

From the ACS Legacy Archives
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DOI: 10.1021/om00027a016
Publication Date: March 1993
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Publication Date (Web): March 4, 1997
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Publication Date (Web): September 27, 2001
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Organometallics, 1997, 16 (20), pp 4453–4463
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